
Hilltop Montessori School-A Plan for Reopening

Hilltop administration is preparing for on campus school operations to resume in the fall of 
2020, with a summer option to begin once we are permitted to open. Our community will follow 
specific health precautions which will be in accordance with our local, state, and federal 
requirements. Specific decisions and plans regarding campus modifications for the fall when our 
population is higher will be finalized over the next several months, however current 
considerations will be addressed in this re-entry plan. Your child(ren) will begin the 20-21 
academic year on campus with the expectation that specific health and safety procedures will be 
required. We will be thrilled to greet the children back into the school year and are making plans 
for any possible scenario, mandate or CDC recommendation. Although we hope the spread of the 
coronavirus will mitigate, we are currently planning to implement a variety of possible 
recommendations from local health officials.

These could include:

*Daily contactless thermometers temperature checks for all faculty and visitors to the 
building.
*Limited contact for guests into the classrooms such as potential parents that wish to 
tour. Guests may have to submit to temperature checks, hand washing and may be 
asked not to enter the classrooms, but observe from the hallway.
*Teaching and reinforcing washing hands, covering coughs and sneezes to all children 
and staff. 
*Daily (and sometimes multiple times per day) disinfection of common areas, restroom, 
classroom materials and the like with disinfectants that kill the human coronavirus.
*If advised by local authorities, teaching and reinforcing use of cloth face coverings 
among all staff as social distancing is not always possible with young children.
*Providing adequate supplies to support healthy hygiene behaviors, including soap, 
hand sanitizer with at least 60 percent alcohol (for staff and older children who can 
safely use hand sanitizer) and tissues.
*Utilizing assistants and administrators to ensure that the additional cleaning protocols 
are being followed throughout the day so teachers are free to instruct and to minimize 
disruption to learning.
*Continue with regular disinfection and deep cleaning professionally of the entire 
campus using products and procedures that kill the human coronavirus.
*Changing the format for signing in/signing out to limit frequently touched surfaces.
*Eliminating the use of mats in the classroom to define each child’s workspace if not 
advisable or restricting this practice during spikes in cases as needed. Other soft touch 
surfaces such as sofas will also be evaluated.



*Posting signs on how to stop the spread of COVID-19 so that all building occupants are 
aware and doing their best to follow CDC guidelines.
*Ensuring social distancing by possibly having the 1-8th grade eat lunch in their 
classrooms, utilizing a “grab and go” system for the older students’ lunches to ensure 
sanitation, restricting recess to smaller groups, restriction of field trips, limiting large 
gatherings in keeping with current mandates and recommendations and avoid sharing 
of materials without sanitation. Early childhood snack will not be self-serve for the 
foreseeable future. Students may be given their own small set of supplies, instead of 
having a community supply shelf. 
*Preventing risk of transmission by avoiding immediate contact such as hugging, 
shaking hands and other restrictions as best we can with younger children without 
causing mental harm or distress. If your child needs comforting, we will ensure they 
feel safe, loved and protected, regardless of the risk to our health.
*Screening students visually upon arrival, encouraging staff to stay home if they are 
sick and encouraging parents to keep sick children home. Following current procedures 
for sick children and isolating them immediately from the class should they become ill 
during the day. Teachers will also be “erring on the side of caution” so if a child seems 
to not feel well, parents may be asked to come and pick them up and give it 24 hours to 
ensure nothing is developing. Although we realize this might be an inconvenience for 
working parents, we will err on the side of caution during the next year, particularly 
during spikes of cases if this occurs.
*Training of all staff in safety actions, health department mandates and practices before 
the arrival of the children. Administration will stay current with local mandates and 
CDC guidelines as these could be ever-changing. We will rely on our COVID-19 
Advisory Board for additional guidance.
*Minimize the sharing of high touch materials to the extent possible (supplies, 
equipment) or disinfect between use.
*Continue to space out seating and bedding for cots for those that nap to six feet apart, 
if possible.
*Possible changes to arrival/dismissal to limit adults in the building.
*Extracurricular options will continue if approved, including physical education, recess, 
our basketball league, cross country and the like but new protocols and procedures 
could be implemented to keep everyone as healthy as possible and avoid close contact if 
needed. 

Although this list is not exhaustive, we intend to demonstrate our ability to offer our 
authentic, individualized Montessori education while following CDC recommendations 
moving forward. Our faculty is fully prepared and eager to open our campus, while 
ensuring that our students remain safe and healthy during their re-entry. We will 
continue to seek advice and recommendations from local health officials, our 



accreditation models, our COVID-19 Advisory Board, the Alabama Department of 
Public Health, The Department of Human Resources and local experts in the field.

Note: We are also preparing for the possibility of interruptions to campus learning during the 
20-21 academic year if the need arises and there is another surge in COVID-19 cases in our area. 
In the event a government mandated interruption of physical operations occurs, a shift to our 
distance learning plan would happen immediately. Faculty will be meeting prior to fall to re-
evaluate our approach, digital platforms and successes to continually fine tune this plan for 
future success. Parent feedback from our previous parent surveys will also be taken into account 
when evaluating our distance learning plan moving forward. With transparency in mind, this 
revised plan will be shared with our community once we can all meet safely and work on these 
revisions.


