
What's Been Happening At HMS

We had a very special, virtual "Hilltop
Serves Day" last week. Our chosen
charity this year was the UAB
Department of Infectious Disease and all
the healthcare workers around the
nation. We also honored Ms. Ana's
husband, Dr. Martin Rodriquez for his
work at UAB. How surprised do you think
he was to return from his shift and see
Rosie's special message? Spreading
good cheer right now was just what we
needed. If you wanted your child to
participate, just send a thank you card or
video to hms@hilltopmontessori.com or
snail mail to HMS (6 Abbott Square,

It was simply a pleasure reading the
results of our parent survey on distance
learning. The responses were so kind
(Yes, we love you too!) and it's obvious
that everyone sees how hard the
teachers are working to replicate
learning at home. We also were excited
about the great ideas and suggestions
from the parents so we can get feedback
on how it's going on your end.

It does seem that overall parents are
making the best of an unprecedented
situation and we thank you for continuing
to be a partner in your child's education!

The results from the survey will be
shared with all of the faculty,
administration and the board and we will
continue to survey everyone as we move
through this unprecedented time.

****Also, if you missed the SAIS
webinar, "Parenting in a Time of
Crisis", it's now available for free to
you at:

https://www.sais.org/page/parents

https://www.sais.org/page/parents
https://youtu.be/LP4WaN9u_AM


Birmingham, 35242.

We have found our way with Zoom!
Although none of us had prior
experience with Zoom before this, we
are definitely gaining in our confidence
and are enjoying checking in with our
students remotely. The teachers have
also been using it to connect with each
other and we are so thankful that we
already had our SeeSaw and
Brightwheel in place before this. Many
Montessori schools didn't have
technology so we are so glad everyone
was comfortable with these formats.
Please note that we have added
passwords for Zoom access in response
to privacy concerns so starting next
week, you'll need to put in the password
that your teacher gives you with their
invite. Zoom has also added a waiting
room feature so teachers will have more
control allowing participants.

Ms. Cindi and the Dunbars headed out
to Mt Laurel Farm on Saturday to check
on our bees! The school has the apiary
in front of the school and some hives at
the farm and so far, all is well with our
bee friends!

Social distancing is easy when you have
a bee suit on! We look forward to our
summer harvest of honey!

In case you missed it, the gardens and
campus are looking great...We are just in
need of students at this point but we
thought you'd enjoy seeing spring in
bloom at HMS!

Special shout out to Ms. Jamie and all



In honor of our faculty, The Stevens
Family and O Henry's Coffee gave this
wonderful treat for our hard working
teachers! What a delicious surprise!
Please support O'Henry's Coffee and all
small businesses during this time.

the teachers keeping the gardens
looking great!

We hope everyone enjoys their family
celebrations in their homes for
Easter, Passover, Ramadan or just
celebrating spring! We can't wait for
our HMS family to be back together
again!

***We also wanted to report that we still
do not have anyone in our community
that has tested positive for COVID-19,
thank goodness!

We hope to reopen as soon as it is safe
to do so and right now, we are
anticipating that would be in June, but
continue to watch the situation unfold.
We feel we will know more in a few
weeks and we were very encouraged
that cases are lower than expected to
date and that our country's social
distancing plan is working!
_______________________________

AND..IT'S TIME TO ORDER HMS
YEARBOOKS!

Time to think about ordering your
HMS Yearbook! Who wouldn't want to
commemorate this year?

Here's the link to order:

https://www.treering.com/validate?
PassCode=101358973335402

All yearbooks will ship directly to
home addresses entered during the
purchase process. Shipping has been
reduced to $2.99 to make this more
affordable. The yearbook is not a
fundraiser and Hilltop makes no profit
on the yearbooks. As in previous
years, parents can customize two free
pages for their child's book. If no
customized pages are completed and
submitted, the yearbook will print
without those pages.

We are working to include a special
Hilltop-at-Home section in the back of
the yearbook commemorating our
families' experiences. Parents can
send work-at-home photos directly to
yearbook@hilltopmontessori.com.

Thank you for organizing this, Ms.
Janet!

https://www.treering.com/validate?PassCode=101358973335402

