
An Update from Us on COVID-19 & FREE JULY SUMMER
LEARNING OPPORTUNITY

We know that many of you were encouraged today by Governor
Ivey's plan to begin to reopen our state although everyone is
understandably worried that our return to more normal pursuits
could impact our health and the well-being of our family members.
If you missed the press conference, here is a quick link about the
"safer at home plan" through May 15th:

https://www.al.com/news/2020/04/gov-kay-ivey-press-conference-
on-plans-for-reopening-alabama-watch-live.html

We are encouraged about the state's plan moving forward and still
anticipate the ability to stick with our regularly scheduled summer
sessions in June. We also anticipate that July will look even more
"normal", so we are thrilled to announce a FREE "Montessori
Reboot" in July for students that were registered in the 2019-2020
school year. The Montessori Reboot program will be offered for
three weeks (July 13-17, July 20-24 and July 27-31). The hours of
instruction will be 8:30 to 12:30, with options for early care (7:00 to
8:30) and after care (12:30 to 5:00) for an additional fee. This will
give our students a chance to review and get back into the
classroom, get caught up a little if needed and prepare for
academic success in the fall. If you have already paid for a summer
session during one of these times, your account will be credited.

Even if your child is not attending HMS in the fall, they are still
welcome to attend at no charge if they were registered this year.
We offer this complimentary learning experience as a small token
of our appreciation for your support of our faculty during the
distance learning plan. Not all faculty will work every week but we
will offer learning for all ages, toddler through middle school for all
three weeks. Parents will need to RSVP in advance (closer to time)
but we wanted to give you as much notice as possible. If you have
vacation plans and wish to only attend some of the sessions, that is
fine as well. We hope you will consider the added learning
opportunity to better prepare your child for fall.

Because schools will obviously remain closed in May, we are also
now charged with taking time to honor our graduates (kindergarten
and middle school) and find unique ways for us to mark the
milestones of the end of the year, while following CDC
recommendations and mandates. We will be in touch as those
plans are finalized and we will continue to work hard to make this
happen in a meaningful way for all the children. Now that the stay
at home order is lifted, our lead teachers will be meeting in person
about this in early May.

https://www.al.com/news/2020/04/gov-kay-ivey-press-conference-on-plans-for-reopening-alabama-watch-live.html


Additionally, we have extensively reviewed the results of our parent
survey from last week and are pleased to see that everyone is
doing well personally and in terms of their health. We did have
several parents inquire if the school is still paying all of our
employees during this time and we are proud to report that every
single HMS employee has not had a deduction in benefits or
compensation and this will be extended through the last day of
school, May 22nd. The concern that our parents have
demonstrated for our faculty during this time has been
overwhelming. We miss your children terribly and to feel
appreciated with such positive, affirming comments makes our
hearts happy. The wonderful, constructive feedback regarding what
is working on your end is also extremely helpful as we complete the
last four weeks of school.

We are excited to begin the planning process of welcoming our
students back on campus in June, offering a more academic
experience in July and hopefully connecting in person at the end of
May as we head into summer. As always, thank you for your
support and your strong commitment to your child and the school.
We continue to be grateful that everyone in our community has
remained healthy and hope this will continue as we begin to
journey out of our homes and into more public situations. More
information on registration for the July sessions will be forthcoming.

Warmly,

Michele Wilensky


