
An Update from us on COVID-19 and School Responses in
Alabama

Dear Parents,

We know everyone is interested in the news regarding the state's outline for schools
for the remainder of the year. Today, the state superintendent, Dr. Eric Mackey in
partnership with our governor, Kay Ivey, made the decision that the last 8 weeks of
this school year will be done from home. I am personally devastated this year is
ending this way but I understand that the severity of this issue makes this a smart
decision. The Governor noted that they expect the cases in Alabama to increase
and that staying at home can save lives. We have to agree with the state-the health
and safety of our students is our first priority.

Thankfully, Hilltop's faculty has worked hard over spring break in preparation for this
possible outcome and I am proud to say, we have a solid plan in place for distance
learning through May 22nd, which includes these additions:

*Fine-tuning our digital learning plan to include Zoom meetings to facilitate face to
face contact with parents and students and to increase instructional time in the most
personal, engaging way possible.

*Implementing weekly "How is it Going?" surveys from the administration to gather
parent feedback to ensure we make the very best of an unprecedented situation
and that we can make tweaks to be as successful as possible in our new
partnership.

*Developing healthy protocols for check in/check out of learning materials for
interested parents that wish to borrow from the school. There will be bi-weekly
opportunities to drive up to campus, have materials delivered to your car and picked
up from your vehicle. We will also continue to provide learning packets as well and
these will be dealt with in the same manner to keep everyone healthy.

*Continuing to make the commitment to compensate ALL our employees during the
most challenging situation in our history, including keeping them on their full
salaries, maintaining their health insurance and other benefits. We value our
teachers and want to keep them in our community long term so we feel this is vital.
Please note this also includes our hourly employees, who also work very hard to
help our students.



We will be up and running on Monday after our previously planned spring break and
ready to instruct our students through distance learning until May 22nd. At this time,
we are unsure about our summer programming options and will take our cues from
the state as to when we can reopen. With frequent updates from the administration,
you will know our plans for summer as soon as we have more information, probably
in the next month as we see the health department recommendations.

For your resource:

A link to our digital learning plan is here: https://hilltopmontessori.com/wp-
content/uploads/2020/03/HilltopDistanceLearningPlan-PDF.pdf

If you are not familiar with Zoom, here is a link: https://zoom.us/

We will be in touch with learning curriculum, lessons, support and love. Together,
we will make sure all the students have a successful end of the academic year. I will
personally ensure that this 8 week period will be as smooth as possible for you. My
door is always open on campus and I will be working on ways to make myself, as
well as the rest of our faculty, available and helpful.

As always, thank you for your support of our community. Small non-profits like HMS
become so much more valuable during times of crisis as we all bond together and
weather this unprecedented storm. To date, we still do not have anyone in our
community affected and we hope this will remain true in the days ahead. We look
forward to Monday and resuming instruction with your children. We love them so
very much and will take this opportunity to help them succeed in this unprecedented
time.

Warmly,

Michele Wilensky
Head of School
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